
SONG ASSESSMENT 
TOOL



PURPOSE of SAT

•Learn about the music you are 
singing

•Determine admissibility for Sweet 
Adelines performance

•Evaluate your songs to best serve 
performers and audience. 



WHICH SONGS? 

•All songs in your repertoire

•Start with competition songs

•When choosing new music, do a 
song assessment first

•Check database first!



SAT  PROCESS 



SONG INFORMATION
• Song Title

• Who is the arranger?

• What is the style of this song?

• What year was this song written?

• Who wrote the lyrics?

• What did your research tell you about the lyricist?

• What other material has been written by this lyricist?

• Who is the composer of this song?

• What did your research tell you about the composer?

• What other material has been written by this 
composer?



SONG INFORMATION
• Write out the lyrics and read them like poetry or a 

story.

• Who and what is this song about, as originally 
intended by the composer and earlier performers?

• Did this song, originally or subsequently, demean a 
marginalized group (a group considered at a social 
disadvantage) through idiomatic expressions, 
metaphors, or jargon?

• What historical or social events were happening at 
the time this song was written?

• Look up the original sheet music to this song. Does 
any illustration or other characteristic of the sheet 
music reflect an inappropriate theme?



SONG INFORMATION
• Does the research on the background of the song reveal any 

discriminatory, racist, or non-inclusive prior versions?

• Could the message of the song, original or subsequent, limit 
any singer or audience member’s ability to engage because 
it reflects a particular religious point of view?

• Could the message of the song, original or subsequent, 
exclude or demean any singer or audience member related 
to the following:

• Gender

• Sexual Orientation

• Multicultural/Racial Background

• Age

• Disability

• Socioeconomic Status

• Are there any other marginalized groups that you considered in 
regards to whether the song would exclude or demean them?



SONG INFORMATION
• Are there any adjustments to the lyric that would 

make it more inclusive or current to our chorus 
culture or societal norms?

• Write any suggested lyrics changes.

• If you had suggested lyric changes, consider the 
following: Would any performer or audience 
member likely be aware of the original lyrics and 
message, even with the suggested lyric changes?

• Does your chorus/quartet believe that this song has 
a racist/discriminatory/non-inclusive background, 
lyrics, composer, etc.?





PARODY LYRICS

Parody lyrics need to be submitted for 
evaluation even if the original song has been 
deemed admissible. 



SONG ASSESSMENT TOOL

•https://sweetadelines.com/divers
ity-equity-inclusion/member-
resources

•Written resources, videos, and 
examples are available on the 
Sweet Adelines website

https://sweetadelines.com/diversity-equity-inclusion/member-resources


SONG ASSESSMENT TOOL

Try it!  The more you know 
about the songs you’re singing, 
the more you’ll appreciate and 

connect with them. 




